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Housing provision for all in any country is very crucial
in order to ensure social-ecconomic stability and to
promote national development. Meeting housing needs
for all has long been an objective of national policy in
Malaysia. As a result, housing policies and programs
are developed and implemented to increase the
homeownership rate in the country, particularly for the
lower-income group as we move towards a developed
nation. Under the recent Malaysia 2016 Budget, the
Federal Government will continue to focus on the
provision of affordable housing to meet increasing
housing needs, particularly among the bottom 40 % of
households.

PDCMC would like to express its stance that, while the

NOVEMBER 7, 2015

housing policy is under the umbrella of the Federal
Authority, State Governments also play a crucial role in
the welfare of the lower income group. PDCMC
acknowledge that the Penang State Government, in
recent years, had been actively involved in addressing
for the increasing housing needs of the people of
Penang. With effective and innovative approaches
being implemented, we will be seeing some changes in
With this,
PDCMC agrees that housing developers should also

the landscape of housing in Penang.

carry the responsibility to build sufficient products to
meet the demands of this segment of people. Both the
State government and housing developers must at all
times work closely hand in hand towards achieving this

objective.



Low Cost & Low Medium Cost Housing

The LC & LMC housing had always been insufficient
in many countries, likewise in Malaysia, with no
particular difference for Penang State. In order to be
able to provide for more LC & LMC units, PDCMC
urge the Penang State Government to increase the
development density for LMC units. PDCMC propose
that the existing density of 120 units/acre be increased.
With this proposed increase more LMC units would be
made available to Penang folks. We also urge the State
Government to reduce the process time taken to
approve eligible purchasers and to reduce the require-
ments for common facilities and car parks. The
responsibility to ensure these units end-up to the
correct social group should fall to the State Govern-

ment.

Affordable Housing

a) PDCMC lauds the recent move of the State authority
in revising the guidelines for affordable housing,
particularly the introduction of the RM150,000 home
category. PDCMC fully supports this new category of
housing as this comes with the allowance to increase
the density. This move serves to protect the interest of
the lower income group as the existing allocation for
housing of RM200,000 & below has now increased
effectively.

b) The affordable housing category in Penang had been
timely introduced particularly just before the local
sluggish economic situation. The affordable housing in
Penang has proved to be a win-win situation for both
the developers and the medium income earners. While
the medium income house owners are now able to
afford value added homes at affordable pricing, these
projects undertaken by many property developers have
also aided them to weather themselves against the
slowdown in the property industry. The well timed
implementation was a platform for many developers to
smoothly drive through the economic crisis predicted
this time around.

¢) Due to the introduction of affordable housing, land
cost in Penang has remained stable with no drastic
increases in the last 2 years. New projects undertaken
by developers have resulted in a positive chain reaction
to the downstream property related industries. Job
opportunities remain available to contractors, suppli-
ers, consultants, etc. More importantly, workers in
these industries also stay employed.

d) PDCMC would also welcome for the State authority
to further relax the rules and guidelines for home own-
ership. These will enable more Penangnites or future
Penangites to stay, work and contribute to the future
growth and make Penang a sustainable state.
Finally, we welcome the statement by the Federal
Housing Ministry that approvals will be given for
APDL if all conditions are met and there is no bias
towards any states in Malaysia.
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PCCC’S COMMENTS ON THE 2016 BUDGET
The 2016 budget is the first national budget under 11th
Malaysia Plan (11 MP) and also after implementation
of GST. Therefore, PCCC views the 2016 Budget with
great concern and expectations.

Consistent with the people-centric theme of the 11 MP,
the 2016 budget has given a number of reliefs and
goodies to the people in order to lessen the people’s
burden. In this regard, PCCC welcomes whatever
measures announced by the government for the benefit
of the people.

As announced in the 11MP, government planned to
achieve a balanced budget by 2020. We take note of the
efforts by the government to reduce the deficit and to
maintain fiscal discipline. This is a right ditectionin
the long run to help building a solid foundation for the

country.

Without a doubt, under the present economic condi-
tion, Government is facing a difficult task to keep an
effective balance between maintaining fiscal disciplihe
by reducing the deficit and the pressing need to spend
in order to keep the economy moving.

In this regard, PCCC urges the government to ensure
transparency, prudence and efficiency in the government
spending in order to achieve the desired fiscal outcome.
All /leakages and wastages. should be stopped

immediately and punitive action taken agaifst the



PCCC is ﬂk\view that the approaches taken by the
government in “fhe 2016 Budget shows that the
government is tq,b indulged in micro-managing the
economy and has overlooked to provide the
much- measures, policies and incentives that are
friendly and conducive to the business sector.

Government should take cognizant that the business

sector, in particular the SME & SMI are facing very

ough business environment after the implementation

f GST. This is further compounded by the increase in

toll charges as recently announced and also the sharp

Q_eﬁke ing of Ringgit. In short, the cost of doing

business has shot up tremendously. Moreover, the

--business' environment has become very volatile,
unpredictable and uncertain.

Thus, PCCC was hoping that the Government would
announce measures, policies and strategies that will
assist the business sector to overcome the present
gloomy outlook and anxieties.

2% MFAMSUELSZRTEREEHNEAE AR 2016FMRAFEE,

'View in this light, PCCC feels that the 2016 Budget has
not been giving much attention to the business sector,
in particular SME & SMI.

While the plan to increase the minimum wage to
RM1,000.00 effective July, 2016 is unavoidable,
PCCC would urge the Government to take pro-active
action to help the business sector to increase
productivity so that the increase in the wages will not
burden the cost of doing business as any increase in the
cost of doing business will ultimately pass on to the
consumers.

As a whole, from the view point of the business
community, the 2016 Budget does not sufficiently
address the issue on the gloomy economic outlook. In
this regard, we strongly urge the Government to
implement immediate effective measures as the private
sector is looking forward eagerly to the Government
for guidance and also creating business opportunities.
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Dr. Chow Yong Neng is one of the very few individuals who have earned three degrees
from The Queen's University of Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK. He has close to 20 years
of service in the education and training industry and currently holds the position of CEO

and Principal of Penang Han Chiang College.

A survey carried out by Penang Han Chiang
College on over 300 college-going-age students in
early 2015 (http://journals.abc.us.org/index.php/abcra/
article/view/587) confirmed two important trends in
Malaysia. When it comes to the choice of study and
choice of college for high school students: (a) Parents
are often the decision makers; (b) Students want to
decide for themselves. One will wonder why these two
trends are at tangent to each other.

Parents in Asia, including those in Malaysia are very
concerned with their offspring’s education. While
Malaysian parents usually make pretty straightforward
choices concerning primary and high school education,
the same cannot be said about the tertiary education
level. High school graduates and more importantly
their parents are faced with more and more tertiary
education choices and an information explosion that
compounded the issue. While the bulk of the high
school graduates want to decide on their choice of
study and college, many, because of deep-rooted Asian
upbringing differ to their parents’ wishes.

“I want him/her to study medicine/law/engineering
etc.” is a common phrase one will hear from fellow
parents with teenage children. In many cases parents
think that they know best without learning about their
child’s aptitude for the field of study and the child’s
preference for a particular college. They also have the
wrong impression that one must take up a career in the
field of one’s undergraduate studies. This article gives
four real life examples (though only the real name of
this author is given!) of university graduates not taking
up a career in their fields of study and making a success
(or in this author’s case, a good career) in what they
do.

I studied agriculture at Queen’s University of Belfast,
Northern Ireland and moved on to read Biotechnology
for my Master’s degree culminating with a PhD in
plant tissue culture. As yet, I have never farmed after
my undergraduate studies. I have also not worked as a

plant tissue culture scientist for close to 20 years after

my stints at the National University of Singapore and
later in a commercial plant tissue culture laboratory.

Instead, since 1996, I have been serving in the educa-
tion and training industry at diverse capacities, allow-
ing me to learn enough to be hired as the CEO and
Principal of a private not-for-profit college, working to
upgrade it to be a university college. However, my
three university degrees are not “wasted” as they allow
me to pick up more knowledge and skills and prepare
me to take on many difficult tasks. When I first started
to work as a lecturer in Klang, Selangor, I had to call
upon what I learned in “Farm Management, Planning
and Control” to provide tutorial to a group of engineer-
ing students on a twinning degree programme with the
University of Adelaide, Australia in a subject on
project management. The “Business Policy” subject 1
learned during my Master’s degree became very handy
when I served as the Director of Special Projects for a
publicly-listed education group where I often had to
churn out full business proposals complete with finan-
cial details to bid for funding or “sell” to prospective
business partners. The six months of 12-hour day
writing my PhD thesis forced me to pick up writing
skills which allowed me to serve as a columnist and
feature writer for the weekly publications, Focus
Malaysia and The Heat recently. I think ‘education not
wasted’ is a good way to describe my experiences in
utilising what I learned at college!

While at university, ML and I became very good
friends. In fact I stayed at ML’s house for almost two
years when I was completing my PhD studies. ML was
trained as a surgeon and in 1988, he bought his first
second-hand personal computer and asked me to teach
him how to use it (I, being a scientist was always
curious and was already a self-taught advanced user by
then). ML also used to take things apart, fixed them and
put these back together to work better. ML and I once
spent a few days working in the pit of the garage of
Belfast’s Malaysian Centre where he and I took apart
the engine of his car, sent it for repair and put it back
together (with me providing just the muscle as I was

not into cars). Towards the end of 1990 ML got a job in



Singapore, working for an international computer hard-
ware & software company as its medical system
specialist. He came from nothing to an expert in medi-
cal computing system in less than 18 months! He went
on to form his own IT system company a few years
later, but sold it when it was at its peak, finding his first
pot of gold. Despite the bursting of the “dot-com”
bubble in early 1990s, ML founded the first share
discussion platform in Singapore and built it to be the
talk of the town, eventually selling it to a large publica-
tion house in Singapore. This medical doctor friend of
mine retired at the age of 48. He had not practised as a
medical doctor for about 20 years, yet [ think, like me,
he made use of all the knowledge and skills he had
picked up at medical school and from his many hobbies
and applied these to his best advantage.

I first met SB when she was a Jabatan Perkhidmatan
Awam (JPA) scholar who was sent to my university. SB
was very popular, smart, and networked readily with
her peers. She earned her degree in Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineering with ease. Our paths crossed again
in the early 1990s when I was working in Singapore
and she was then working as an electrical and
electronic engineer. We met up again in the late 1990s
in the Klang Valley when I learned that SB was doing
well as an investment adviser handling her clients’
mutual fund portfolio. Naturally I became SB’s client
and I must say, I have not been disappointed with her
professionalism and sound advice. Today, SB is very
established in her business which brings her tremen-
dous financial freedom. I think if she had stayed as an
engineer she would not have attained her wealth so
quickly. SB made use of her knowledge as an engineer
to quickly became adept at financial investments to
provide good advice to her clients. I was once told by a
financial analyst that the best people to pick up finan-
cial analytical skills are those with engineering degrees
as they know how to apply their mathematics knowl-
edge easily. I think SB provides the classic example for
this!

MP was heavily pregnant when I first met her while I
was working as the head of department at a private
college in 2001. She was very friendly and humble. I
allowed her the 5-minute sale pitch that [ would enter-
tain sales people whose disposition earns my attention.
She was at the right place at the right time as I was
looking for some medical insurance for myself and my
family. I soon learned that MP graduated from a local
public university as an electrical engineer. Like SB, she
did not pursue a career in engineering. MP gives great
professional service and was willing to service my life
insurance policies bought from another company. She
also looked after my family’s general insurance needs.
Naturally not only my family but my sister-in-law also
became her client. When my sister-in-law needed to

file for her medical insurance claims, MP was fast ands...

efficient in her service resulting in a quick settlement of
the claims. One day, during one of MP’s routine visits
to my home, I asked her why she did not pursue a
career in engineering. I was not surprised by her
answer: she wanted flexibility and a way to build up a
business. Like SB, the technical training as an engineer
made it relatively easy for MP to pick up the new skills
and knowledge needed to be an effective professional
investment advisor in the insurance sector.

‘You are what you make out of your knowledge’ is
perhaps the most appropriate way to describe why in
the four real life examples above the people concerned
did not follow the paths of their undergraduate studies
when it comes to a career. So if you are parent of
teenagers, you should perhaps sit back and hear out
what tertiary study plans that your offspring have. Your
job is not to dictate which field of study your child
should take. People of Generation Y are a lot more
independent minded and they have access through
multiple channels to information relating to tertiary
study options. As parents, you must try to draw out
from your teenage offspring his/her real interests. You
can influence them by providing sound advice while at
the same time take their views into consideration.
Parents should not impose their view forcefully upon
their offspring. I have personally witnessed a few
examples while I was at university of friends struggling
to cope with their studies due to the lack of aptitude and
interest. Give your child the benefit of thinking about
his/her future “under their own steam” i.e. without you
putting words in their mouths.

In my own experience, my son was able to decide on
his choice of studies pretty fast when he was studying
for his Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia and is now studying
Finance at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USA.
My now 16-year-old daughter’s tertiary education
desire was a bit more challenging for us to discover.
But through many sessions of discussions and our
sharing of our views and knowledge about different
professions, my wife and I finally found out what she
wanted to study recently. She was taking selfie as a
child with my camera (and later my mobile phone)
long before the word “selfie” was invented. Naturally
she hopes to pursue her studies along the videography
and allied field!

Whichever the study options my children choose for
their tertiary education, [ am not sure these would be
their career paths in the future. What I know for sure is,
if they have inherited the combined wisdom of my wife
and I, they would be using the knowledge and skills
that they have gained at college to strive out a career
for themselves in whichever fields that they so desire.
Our job as parents is simple, to provide our children
with our RINGGIT and support them with our

_SPIRITS.
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